10,000 TREESCLOSER TO A MILLION

It's My Park! Day Volunteers Plant Trees in Parksy@ide to Support
Million Trees NYC

Parks & Recreation Commissioner Adrian Benepe, Bagks Foundation
(CPF) Executive Director David Rivel, PartnershigasParks Director Jaso Vs 1
Schwartz, New York Restoration Project ExecutiveeBior Drew Becher, <
Assembly Member Ellen Young and Council Member JGhhiu today
joined more than 350 volunteers at Kissena Corritiok in Flushing,
Queens to help plant 3,000 treesltts My Park! Day This year, the semi- |i§
annual event brought together more than 6,000 vedus to care for and =
celebrate NYC Parks and to plant 10,000 trees ad¢hesfive boroughs-the | o
most ever planted in parks in a single day-to sup@ayor Bloomberg's
Million Trees NYC initiative. In addition to the jpnary reforestation site in|, ~ ™
each borough, volunteers planted additional tneeprmed tree =
maintenance, cleaned, raked, mulched, painted lamtep bulbs at nearly
200 parks citywide.

"Thanks to the hard work dfs My Park! Dayvolunteers across the city, i
just one day we are 10,000 trees closer to oura@faahe million-an
ambitious contribution to Mayor Bloomberg's Millidmees NYC initiative," said Commissioner Benepge. "
is with the help of everyday New Yorkers like omlwnteers that we will be able to reach the Maygoal
and reap the many benefits that come from plaritees. We encourage everyone to keep up the pdce an
plant a tree, request a tree, join a volunteertplgrgroup, educate yourself and others about tiaes
become a tree advocate."

"Nothing shows the power of New Yorkers to makeditg cleaner, greener, and healthier theMy Park!
Day," said CPF Executive Director David Rivel. "Todaypre than 6,000 volunteers will not only plant
flower bulbs, rake leaves and paint park benchednrost 200 locations citywide, they'll also hedgptant
10,000 trees across all five boroughs. Whethercasa about your neighborhood, your environmenyooir
health,lt's My Park! Dayand other volunteer opportunities in city parks aigreat way to make a
difference.”

Parks' Natural Resources Group, Parks' gardendrtharrban Park Rangers guided more than 350
volunteers from Holly Civic Association, Queenshayb Hill Civic Association, New York Restoration
Project, Council Member Liu's Youth Action Comméie&issena Corridor West Conservancy, Wild Metro,
John Bowne High School, IS 237, East West Schodbitefnational Studies, Wally Realty, Boy Scouts of
America, Kissena Park Civic Association, Holy Fan@lonfirmation, Girl Scouts Council of New
York/Future of Life-who donated 50 green ash tr&ésst Flushing Civic Association, Waldheim Civic
Association, Cornell University 4H Team LeadersBipgram, American Chinese Women's Association,
President of Flushing Development

Center, Flushing Chinese Business Association dndeSe Christian Herald Crusades to properly plant
3,000 two-foot red and white oak, sassafras amg paplar trees in an effort to expand the ford¥issena



Corridor Park. At the end of the day, they formdaliaket brigade to water the newly-planted treestha
Natural Resources Group spread an "oat mix" coimigwild flower seeds for ground cover.

Kissena Corridor Park, a vision of Robert Mosesistgts of three separate corridors that link togiethuch
of the parkland in eastern Queens, forming a 418 feimerald necklace" from Flushing Meadows Corona
Park in the west to Cunningham Park in the eastayoportions of Kissena Corridor Park are lefhatural
areas while others have been developed as badifegl@laygrounds. Historically the planting siteswessed
as a dumping ground for construction rubble butnée soil is full of rock, sand, silt and cobbleddras low
fertility, which native plants thrive in. Thanks Rarks' longstanding relationship with the nearleyvN ork
Hospital Queens, approximately 10,500 cubic yafdgaxial till that was discovered during the caostion
of their new parking garage was moved to Kissenai@w Park where it provides perfect conditions fo
native plants and trees. The hospital also doraipglies tdt's My Park! Day

It's My Park! Day a volunteer initiative of Partnerships for Paik$oint program of Parks and CPF, will
complete Parks' fall goal of reforesting parks wli(h000 trees-approximately 3,000 in Queens' Kesen
Corridor Park, 2,000 in Ferry Point Park in the ®Bt02,000 in Four Sparrows Marsh in Brooklyn, 2,000
the Staten Island Greenbelt and 1,000 on Randid#isd in Manhattan. An additional 10,000 treeshsi@g
planted this fall along the city's streets. All N&arkers will share in the many benefits that cdnoen
planting trees-more beautiful neighborhoods anédaleaner air and water; higher property valeesrgy
savings; cooler summer streets, yards, and pupbo gpaces; and a healthier, more environmentally
sustainable City.

Through a mix of public and private plantings, Mifi Trees NYC, an important initiative BfaNYGC will
expand New York City's urban forest by 20%. Over ttlext ten years, Parks will receive nearly $40@iani
to plant 600,000 public trees by reforesting 2,86fks of existing parkland and lining New York Gityeets
with trees. The City's partners, including non-grahd community organizations, businesses, deeetop
and everyday New Yorkers will plant the remainif 400 trees. For more information about getting
involved with the Million Tree NYC initiative, vislwww.milliontreesnyc.orgr call 311.

City Parks Foundation is the only independent, non-profit organizatiortfer park programs throughout
the five boroughs of New York City. By presentingraad range of free arts, sports and educational
programs to more than 600,000 people in 700 patkside, and by helping citizens support their lloca
parks, CPF contributes to the revitalization oghéiorhoods throughout New York City.

Partnershipsfor Parks, a joint program of Parks & Recreation and CitykBd&oundation, works to form,
strengthen, and support neighborhood park groodselp foster connections among them so that thay c
share resources and become stronger collectivetitapromote parks in general to encourage |dtaite
to restore and preserve them. Partnerships forsRadeived the prestigious "Innovations in American
Government" award in 2000.



