
MillionTreesNYC Educator Toolkit

Program Developer Program Brief Description School Requirements Audience # Sessions Fee Geographic Focus Field Component Current  Capacity To Get Involved

Brooklyn Botanic Garden Exploration Tours Garden Exploration Tours,led by volunteer Garden Guides, are 90-minute programs. 

Students will learn about the parts of trees and their functions and appreciate the 

great diversity of trees by comparing various characteristics. Students will also explore 

the many ways that trees benefit people and animals. 

Any school can participate. Discounts are offered for Title 1 

schools and District 75, special needs classes.

Pre-K through 8 1 90-minute session $115.00 Brooklyn Botanic Garden Tours of the Brooklyn Botanic Garden grounds and/or 

Steinhardt Conservatory that support the program topic

35 students per class; 3 programs: Tuesday through 

Friday mornings

Register for programs with the Registration Office, 718-623-

7220

Brooklyn Botanic Garden Project Green Reach Curriculum package for the topic of your choice, inquiry-based instruction in your 

classroom with a plant for each student, transportation to and from and a guided tour 

of BBG, as well as teacher training and supplies for a community horticulture project. 

Title 1 schools in Brooklyn; public and non-public schools may 

apply

K - 8; Title I schools 

in Brooklyn

3 student sessions:1 classroom 

lesson and guided tour of BBG; 2 

teacher workshops

$100.00 per class; 2 

classes per school 

must apply

Brooklyn Botanic Garden A guided tour of BBG is one of the sessions in the PGR 

program for each class. Buses are provided by PGR for the 

field trip to BBG.

2 classes per school;  20 schools in the Fall and 20 in 

the Spring.

Contact the PGR Coordinator at 718-623-7358 for an 

application.

City Parks Foundation Seeds to Trees A�field based program for public school to use city parks as an extension of their 

classrooms.� These programs meet the Department of Education performance 

standards. 

Serves Title I schools;  appropriate for all school settings. 1 - 4 and 6-7 Elementary:  5; Middle:  9; One 

teacher workshop per cohort.

Negotiable materials 

fee.

Priority to low-income, under-

resourced neighborhoods, including 

TPH, but not exclusively.

Elementary school field experience includes planting 

seedlings, forest exploration, and other activities.   Middle 

school incorporates 3-4 field experiences that include 

dendrochronology and tree care instruction. 

75-80 classes To request an application or inquire about the program, please 

contact City Parks Foundation at (212) 360-3327 or (212) 360-

2748. Space is limited.  Applicants are accepted on a first-

come, first-served basis.

generationOn Service Learning 

Lesson Plans 

generationOn teaches young people about environmental stewardship, volunteerism, 

civic engagement, and character through service. All environmental stewardship 

lessons are NYS-coded, standards-based lesson plans that address core curriculum and 

offer community service extension projects. 

Online lession plans K-2 and 3-5 Varied free none Varied N/A To learn more, visit: www.generationon.org. 

New York Restoration 

Project

15 for Trees 15-minute downloadable lessons for teachers who wish to incorporate arbor-related 

education into their classroom.

Appropriate for all schools and K-8 grade levels K-8 N/A No None None N/A Download PDF at: 

http://www.milliontreesnyc.org/html/educate/toolkit.shtml

New York Restoration 

Project

Make Every Day an 

Arbor Day 

How-to workbook that helps teachers incorporate arbor-related education into their 

classroom. 

While Make Every Day an Arbor Day  can be used in any 

educational setting, schools will ideally be involved in planting at 

least one tree so teachers can link the workbook's lesson plans to 

on-site planting. 

Elementary and 

junior high school

N/A No Any schoolyard. Outdoor tree planting is encouraged. N/A  Download PDF at: 

http://www.milliontreesnyc.org/html/educate/toolkit.shtml

Urban Park Pangers The Natural 

Classroom/    

TreesNYC: Something 

Big is Taking Root

A series of hands-on educational programs that help students meet Department of 

Education performance standards and is available through any of New York City’s 

nature centers. TreesNYC: Something Big is Taking Root, one of the ten program 

topics, brings attention to trees, their importance, and challenges they face.  

Additional topics available on request. 

Maximum of 30 students per group; group must include a group 

leader and at least one additional adult chaperone.  Students 

should come prepared to take a walk and be dressed 

appropriately for the weather. When scheduling a program, ask if 

there are additional guidelines. 

K-8 1 park or field-based program in 

addition to pre and post visit 

activities for the classroom.

$100 materials fee Urban Areas (park forests, 

ornamental, street trees).

1 park or field-based program; varies by  the season. 5 per week (average)/30 kids per program The Natural Classroom education programs must be scheduled 

in advance; for more information please contact the Urban 

Park Rangers at 212-360-2774 or  

www.nyc.gov/parks/rangers. 

K-12 Level Programs

GrowNYC, Mayor's Fund 

to Advance NYC, NYC 

Parks' GreenThumb, DOE 

Office of SchoolFood

Grow to Learn NYC Promotes sustainable school gardens in New York City’s public schools. Garden Committee (Principal, Custodial Engineer, 2 teachers and 

2 other school community members), garden map, letter of 

support from the Principal

k-12 NYC public 

and charter schools

N/A Free Across NYC with targeted support 

to help gardens grow in priority 

communities:South Bronx, Central 

Brooklyn, East and Central Harlem. 

Gardening depending on location of garden. Field trip 

opportunities to Randalls Island Learning Garden.

N/A Register your school at www.growtolearn.org

GrowNYC Training Student 

Organizers

Academically-based service learning programs that teach young people how to become 

environmental stewards.

TSO staff work with 2-4 classes in each school for one classroom 

period per week over the course of either a semester or year.

High school and 

Junior high 

TSO staff work with 2-4 classes in 

each school for one period per 

week for a semester, half 

semester, or year.

Some material fees 

apply. 

When possible, focus on 

underserved/environmentally-

burdened communities.

Numerous; include restoration of natural areas, preservation 

of wildlife habitats, improvements to neighborhood 

environment.

Approximately 1300 students across 10 schools. For more information, please contact GrowNYC by calling 212-

788-7900 or by sending an email to: mzamm@grownyc.org

GreenThumb GreenThumb A resource that provides soil, lumber, technical assistance, workshops, and various 

gardening materials to registered  school gardens.  

Schools must be registered with Grow To Learn, The Citywide 

School Garden Initiative. To register, visit: 

http://growtolearn.org/view/registergarden

Public School 

Gardens

N/A Free NYC N/A N/A Visit: http://growtolearn.org/view/GreenThumbResources

Human Impacts Institute Growing Our Roots Involves communities in issues of environmental health, climate change,  sustainable 

water management, and creative gardening practices through local tree stewardship. 

The Growing Our Roots program can be used in any educational 

setting and each session is tailored to the school/ neighborhood 

need.  

K-12 Varies N/A When possible, HII focuses on 

underserved communities.

Outdoor tree stewardship activites including mulching, 

aerating, watering, and/or planting native species.

HII hosts an array of other creative environmental 

programs as well!

For more information, please contact 

programs@humanimpactsinstitute.org or call (917) 727-9761

Lower East Side Ecology 

Center

Street Tree Care Tour Learn the ecological importance and environmental benefits of street trees and how 

your school or community group can adopt and care for the trees in your 

neighborhood. The Ecology Center will also provide your school with free resources 

to care for local street trees. 

No fee for public schools.  Maximum of 30 students per class.  

Students should be prepared for the weather and to walk outside 

the classroom on city sidewalks.

K-12 1 session with the possibility for 

support of street tree care 

workday after workshop

No fee for Public 

Schools.

Manhattan Tour of nearby street trees and possibility for support of 

street tree care worksday after workshop

1 program at a time for up to 30 students.  Can do 

back -to-back programs

Contact 212-477-4022 or info@lesecologycenter.org to 

schedule a workshop.  Check http://lesecologycenter.org for 

other workshops and activities

New York Restoration 

Project

Talkin' Trees School-wide assembly to engage schools in the MillionTreesNYC initiative and provide 

students and their families with action steps on how to get involved. 

Appropriate for schools in TPH neighborhoods that can plant ten 

or more  trees on school property as part of the MillionTreesNYC 

initiative (concrete, asphalt or unpaved areas of the school 

ground must be available for conversion to greenscapes).

K-12 2 No "Trees for Public Health" 

neighborhoods (Public schools 

located in Hunts Point, BX; 

Morrisania, BX; East New York, BK; 

East Harlem, MN; Rockaways, QN; 

or Stapleton, SI)

Schoolyard tree planting is outdoors. Call for information to reserve a program. Currently 

reserved to schools in the TPH neighborhoods.

For more information contact Kim Zhang at NYRP at 

kzhang@nyrp.org 

Solar 1 Enrichment Education 

Workshops

Following workshop topics are offered: Renewable Energy, Sustainable Design and 

Estuary & Park Ecology

Cost depends on the number of sessions the school wishes to 

receive.  This can be paid for through a DOE purchase order or 

school check.

K-12 one to three sessions variable all five boroughs Water quality workshop and native plant tour at our East River 

location for Estuary  and Park ecology classes

N/A Visit our enrichment page: 

http://www.solar1.org/programs/education-k-12/enrichment-

education/ and fill out the pre visit form.  We also offer PD on 

DOE PD days.

Trees New York Environmental 

Literacy Programs

Trees New York's Environmental Literacy Programs educate and inspire New York 

City youth through hands-on activities and classroom studies. Programs are offered in-

school, after-school and during the summer for students K-12. A wide range of 

programs are offered from one-day workshops in tree planting and tree stewardship to 

multi-session certificate programs and arts-oriented programs.

Appropriate for schools with campus grounds available for tree 

planting.

K-12 Sessions vary depending on time 

constraints for the classroom.

None All five boroughs. Tree planting is outdoors. Call for information to reserve a program. For more information, please contact Trees New York by 

calling 212-227-1887 or by sending an email to: 

cheryl@treesny.org.

K-8 Level Programs


